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UNIT-39 EAST: IS THE EASTERN PORTION OF UNIT 39, EAST OF HWY 85. 

 

 

Unit-39 Boundaries  
 

Beginning at AZ Hwy 85 and the Gila River; east along the Gila River to the western boundary 

of the Gila River Indian Reservation; southeasterly along the reservation boundary to Maricopa 

road; south on this road to AZ Hwy 84; east on AZ Hwy 84 to Stanfield; south on the Stanfield-

Cocklebur road to I-8; westerly on I-8 to Exit 87; north on the Sentinel- Sundad road to the 

Cotton Center-Palo Verde road; northeasterly on the Cotton Center-Palo Verde road to AZ Hwy 

85; southerly on AZ Hwy 85 to the Gila River; except those portions that are sovereign tribal 

lands of the Tohono Oõodham Nation and the Ak-Chin Indian Community. 
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GAME MANAGEMENT UNIT-39 EAST 

 

DESERT BIGHORN HUNTING SEASONS 

2006  
 

GENERAL BIGHORN SHEEP:  

HUNT NUMBER & DATE  6081 December 1 ï December 31, 2006 

PERMITS ISSUED:    Permits ï 1, (Any Ram) 

 

 

DRAWING ODDS HISTORY  

BIGHORN SHEEP, UNIT -39 
 

 

 

SHEEP SURVEY DATA, UNIT-39 EAST 

 

   1
ST

 CHOICE 1ST/2ND  DRAW RAMS HUNT 

YEAR HUNT DATE  PERMITS APPLICANTS  ODDS % HARVESTED SUCCESS % 

2000 12/01-12/31 2 116 0.9 2 100 

2000 12/01-12/31 3 225 0.9 3 100 

2001 12/01-12/31 2 124 0.8 2 100 

2001 12/01-12/31 4 238 1.3 4 100 

2002 12/01-12/31 2 99 1.0 1 00 

2002 12/01-12/31 4 719 .03 3 75 

2003 12/01-12/31 1 99 0.0 1 100 

2003 12/01-12/31 2 365 0.5 1 50 

2004 12/01-12/31 1 120 0.0 0 0 

2004 12/01-12/31 2 322 0.3 2 100 

2005 12/01-12/31 1 69 0.0 0 0 

2005 12/01-12/31 2 235 0.4 2 100 

      RAMS /   RAMS / 

YEAR RAMS EWES LAMBS  YEARLINGS  TOTAL  100 SHEEP 100 EWES 

2002 E 5 6 4 0 15 83 67 

2002 W 10 39 4 3 56 26 10 
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GAME MANAGEMENT UNIT -39 

 
Unit-39 encompasses several wilderness areas within the Sonoran Desert National Monument. The 

wilderness areas within the Sonoran Desert National Monument and Unit-39 include: Tabletop, 

Estrella, Maricopa, Woolsey, and Signal Peak Mountains. The Bureau of Land Management, 

(BLM), administers all these wilderness areas. (See Map Below) 

  

Unit 39 may be accessed by numerous cattle gates along state route 85, between Gila Bend and 

Buckeye, as well as along the north side of Interstate 8, between Sentinel and Stanfield. I 

recommend that you contact BLM at 623-580-5500 to obtain wilderness area information 

regarding access and activities constraints. Additional information can be found in February 1998's 

issue of Arizona Wildlife Views.  

 

Desert Bighorn Sheep in Unit-39 East can be found throughout the Maricopa and Estrella 

Mountains. Past rams harvested from unit 39E have scored 140-160+; as of yet, there havenôt been 

any rams that have exceeded 170+. Past rams harvested from 39W have scored 150-170+. While 

conducting a catchment flight over the Gila Bend Mountains in July 2004, I observed a 

significantly large ram at Bunyan Peak catchment located in Unit-39 West. 

  

I recommend hunters scout early, to allow themselves plenty of time to explore all areas and locate 

as many sheep as possible. In late August and into September, the rams are in the rut.  This 

provides an excellent opportunity to observe several rams in some of the primary areas within unit-

39 East. Keep in mind that the temperatures will exceed 100 degrees and that August and 

September is Arizonaôs rainy season (monsoon). Use caution so as not to become personally 

dehydrated.  Also be aware that monsoon storms can cause flash floods.  Please use common sense 

and be prepared for desert survival. Also note, the rams you may have observed in September will 

not necessarily be there in December. Mature rams have been known to roam in small bachelor 

groups or be solitaire.  As your hunt approaches, do not over look adjacent small hills to a larger 

mountainous area. Also, the AZG&F Department completes sheep surveys by October; I 

recommend you call me (Game Management Unit Manager) or the regional office for insight into 

completed surveys. Note, not all units are surveyed each year.  

 

One good strategy to use for your hunt is to round up friends to help you scout your hunt unit. The 

more people helping you scout will increase your odds in finding sheep. This is a great time to 

carry a camera or take video. By late November, you should have a good plan of where to start 

your hunt. Hopefully from all your earlier scouting efforts, youôll have picked out a ram that youôd 

like to harvest.  

 

In locating sheep, I prefer to glass using at least a 10x or 20x power binocular or spotting scope.  

Start first from the base of the mountain. This allows sheep plenty of escape room.  When glassing 

from the base of the mountain, if sheep spot you, because sheep are curious animals, they will 

often remain put and just watch you. If you perform a direct assault on the mountain you will more 

than likely send sheep fleeing before you spot them.  To get closer to the sheep, make an indirect 

approach, as if you're searching for your keys (avoid eye contact), you'll surprise yourself how 

close you may get to the sheep. Practice this technique during your scouting effort.  
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When youôre on the mountain, stay within the bottom two-thirds of the mountain.  The top third of 

the mountain will still provide sheep escape room. Regularly stop, sit and listen as you use your 

binoculars. You will often hear sheep before you see them due to rocks falling from the sheep's 

movements.  

 

If drawn, guides and taxidermist will find you. I recommend that you attend the October sheep 

clinic held each year in Phoenix.  This clinic is sponsored by the Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep 

Society, ADBSS. You can ask questions in person to wildlife biologists, wildlife managers and 

other various government agencies that administer the lands within your hunt unit.  If youôre not 

drawn and interested, I encourage you to participate as a helper in a sheep hunt. 

  

 

  

CLIMATE INFORMATION  

 

Month Ave. Temp Ave. Rainfall 

January Max 69°/Min 38° 0.61" 

February Max 65°/Min 35° 0.60" 

September Max 103°/Min 69° 0.71" 

October Max 92°/Min 57° 0.45" 

November Max 79°/Min 45° 0.67" 

December Max 69°/Min 39° 0.93" 

 

 

Other Pertinent Climate Information  

 

December Sheep hunters should come prepared for rain. Summer climate is extreme and harsh, so 

plenty of water is essential. 
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AZGF INFORMATION, UNIT -39 EAST BIGHORN  

HUNTING HOT SPOTS 

 
 

Unit 39East includes the Maricopa and Estrella Mountains; the majority of these areas are 

wilderness areas. Unit 39E may be accesses by numerous cattle gates along state route 85, S.R. 85, 

between Gila Bend and Buckeye, as well as along the north side of Interstate 8 (I-8), between Gila 

Bend and Stanfield.  

 

One of the primary areas in Unit-39E which has high density of Bighorn Sheep is the mountains 

that surround Margies Cove (Map Location #1).  Focus your attention on Margies peak (Map 

Location #1A) and Sheep Mountain (Map Location #2) of the Maricopa Mountains. Both these 

mountains contain desert sheep and have produced class-4 rams.  When glassing these mountains, 

move to various vantage points so you can get a good look at the mountains and the numerous 

draws within the mountains.  This area is within the North Maricopa Mountain Wilderness area 

and you can only enter by foot or horseback.   

 

Another primary area within Unit-39E is in the southern portion of the Maricopa Mountains.  

Bighorn Mountain  (Map Location #3) is located just north of interstate-8.  Due to the wilderness 

area, you need to enter by foot or by horseback.  A good vantage point within this area is just 

southeast of the Bighorn peak.  From this area you can view many foothill mountains all around 

you.   

 

Additional areas to scout include the foothills of the Maricopa Mountains just off the Butterfield 

Pass (Map Location #4).  These mountains generally contain a small density of sheep. 

 

The Sierra Estrella Mountain range (Map Location #5) has a herd of sheep that live on the 

mountain. Use caution due to a portion of this mountain range is within the Gila River Indian 

Reservation in which hunting is not allowed.  

 

An additional area to view sheep include Feather Mountain (Map Location #6).  This mountain is 

just off Interstate-8 and has a small herd of sheep.   

 

Note that S.R. 85 is the east and west divider. I recommend that you contact BLM at 623-580-5500 

to obtain wilderness area information regarding access and activities constraints. One last note, 

January 17th, 2001 President Clinton signed the areas of the North and South Maricopa Mountains 

to be included into the Sonoran Desert National Monument. BLM is now preparing a 

comprehensive management plan and will be conducting public and inter-agency scoping meetings 

now and for the next few years. You can be put on a mailing list for updates and scheduled 

meetings through BLM. Additional information can be found in February 1998's issue of Arizona 

Wildlife Views. 
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TOPO! State - Outdoor Recreation Mapping Software 

 TOPO! features five layers of the best maps available - from National Geographic 
Atlas maps to the most detailed USGS topographic maps. Loaded with features 
and functionality, TOPO! Features seamless 1:24,000 and 1:100,000 scale USGS 
topographic maps.  

  

   Order Yours Today: www.huntunits.com website. 

http://www.arizonahuntunits.com/
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LOCAL LODGING / CAMPGROUNDS  

UNIT -39 

 

 

 

MAJOR CITIES AND TOWNS:  

 

Ç Gila Bend 

 

Ç Sentinel 

 

Ç Buckeye 

 

Ç Maricopa 

 

 

CAMPGROUNDS: 

 

Developed Campgrounds: 
A Wheel Inn in Gila Bend; FAM Camp, Gila Bend Air Force Auxiliary Field 

(active/reserve/retired military only)  

 

Undeveloped Campgrounds: 
Camping is allowed on Bureau of Land Management lands throughout the unit. 

 

 

GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND PHONE NUMBERS  

  

Arizona Game and Fish Department, Region IV - 928 342-0091 

Bureau of Land Management, Phoenix Field Office - 602 580-5500  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Painted Rock Office - 928 683-6488 

 

 

NOAA All Hazards Weather Radio 
 

NOAA Weather Radio is a free public service of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration. The National Weather Service operates a network of NOAA Weather Radio 

stations across the country, and there are a handful of these stations in Arizona 

 

Yuma 162.550   NWS Phoenix 
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DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP 

 

Hunting for desert bighorn sheep in Arizona is a once-in-a-

lifetime opportunity and the demand for bighorn sheep hunting 

exceeds the allowable harvest.  In 2005, the odds of drawing a 

permit were 137:1 statewide.  Protection for bighorn sheep 

began in 1893 when the state was still a territory.  Arizonaôs 

first bighorn sheep hunt was in 1953 (AGFD 2006).  Every 

year three of the statewide tags are distributed to conservation 

groups such as the Arizona Desert Bighorn Sheep Society 

(ADBSS) and the Foundation for North American Wild Sheep 

(FNAWS) for auction and raffle to raise money for bighorn 

sheep conservation.  Since 1984, over five million dollars have 

been raised through these sales and used specifically for 

bighorn sheep management and conservation in Arizona. 

 

Hunting has been used as a population management tool for many species. Research in Alberta has 

shown that a healthy vigorous herd can be maintained by conservative harvest of mature rams and 

population maintenance below carrying capacity (Canadian Fish and Wildlife Service, 

1993).  Bighorn sheep hunters typically select the largest, hence the oldest, rams in the herd.  In 

2005, the average age of sheep taken in Arizona was 7 years old, with an average Boone & 

Crockett green score of 152 3/8.  In Arizona, bighorn sheep are harvested under a general, male-

only open season.  Hunters can take only one bighorn sheep of each subspecies in their lifetime 

and hunters must personally check out within 3 days following the close of the season in 

accordance with AGFD rule 12-4-308. 

 

At their peak, North American bighorn sheep numbers were estimated at 2 million. Desert 

populations have since fallen to about 20,000; of which about 4,500 are found in Arizona. The 

causes for this decline, which occurred primarily between 1850 and 1900 was competition with 

livestock for food and water and livestock associated parasites and diseases. 

 

Life History  

In Arizona, there are two sub-species of the Desert Bighorn Sheep, (Mexicana and Nelsoni).  The 

Nelsoni is located in the western and northwestern Arizona, with the Mexicana being found in the 

southern half of Arizona.   

 

Desert bighorns show considerable differentiation between the sexes. Adult males weigh between 

160 and 200 lbs. with a maximum weight of 225 lbs. Adult females range from 75 to 130 lbs. and 

average 110 lbs. The biggest visual difference between the two sexes is the horns. Ewe horns are 

generally 10 to 13 inches long with a circumference of 5 to 6 inches. Ram horns may measure 30 

to 40 inches along the outside curl with a base circumference of 13 to 15 inches. The horn core is 

honeycombed with chambers, or sinuses, which reduce the weight of the skull. 
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In determining the class of sheep and the appropriate age of rams, we have included two charts 

listed below which illustrate the age classes and also shows you have to measure the age of a ram 

by viewing the growth rings of the horns. 

 
Illustration of Bighorn ï Geist (1968) 

Class Sex Age in Years Class Sex Age in Years 

IV  Ram 8-16 Y Ram Yearling 

III  Ram 6-8 E Ewe Adult 

II  Ram 3.5-6 E Ewe Yearling 

I Ram 2.5 L both 0.5 

 

 

ANNUAL HORN RINGS  

 

Because young rams normally do not participate in the rut, horn rings do not appear deep and dark 

until the animal is about 4 years old.  The amount of growth between annual rings decreases each 

year of the animalôs life until there is only approximately İ inch between the 7 and 8 year rings.  

At 9 to 10 years of age, the annual rings are very close together and usually covered with hair at 

the horn base, reducing the accuracy of this technique for determining age in older rams. 

 

Many older rams have broomed off their first yearôs horn growth (lamb tips) and 2 year rings are 

difficult to see.  As a result, the counting of annual rings normally starts by locating the 3-year 

ring.  During the 3
rd

 year, a ramsô horn growth usually doesnôt stop completely but rather stops and 

starts a few times.  This results in a series of 2-3 less prominent rings located in the 3 oôclock 

position when viewed as depicted below.  Above this 3-year complex should be a deep, dark ring.  

This is the 4-year ring and is usually the most prominent ring to appear.  The age of the animal can 

be determined by simply counting the years toward the horn base beginning with the 4
th
 year. Keep 

in mind that a ram harvested in December is probably laying down another ring at that time. Some 

rams develop 1 to 2 extra rings near a true annual ring.  This can cause confusion when deciding 

which rings to count as true age rings.  True annual rings will encircle the horn sheath and are 

usually detectable on the back of the horn.   
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Life History -Continued  

The coat of the Desert Bighorn Sheep is long, full and coarse, something like that of a goat. Coat 

color ranges from chocolate to gray-brown, and is generally darker in the summer and fall after the 

spring molt. The animals have exceptionally acute senses of sight, smell, and hearing.  

Newborn bighorn lambs weigh 8 to 10 lbs, and are active within minutes after birth. The young 

have dark eyes and fuzzy dark-grey hair. As they mature, their eyes take on the characteristic 

golden or amber color. After several months, they take on adult coloration; dark brown in their 

northern range and pale buff in the southern. Color accents are a white muzzle, rump patch, eye 

rings, and edging on the rear legs, with a black tail. Bighorn sheep have a life expectancy of 10 to 

12 years, but can reach 17 or older. 

 

Usually one, rarely two lambs will be born. Young rams stay with their mothers until two years of 

age.  At this time they then leave the nursery herds and join the bachelor herds. Except during the 

breeding season, and sometimes during the spring when early vegetation sprouts, bighorn adults 

separate according to sex.  

 

Hunt History  

 

Totally protected by the territorial legislature in 1893, bighorn sheep were not legal game in 

Arizona until 1953, when it was determined that the limited hunting of trophy rams might be the 

only way to save these animals. Two limited hunts of 20 permits each were authorized, and 20 

bighorn were taken. Since then, permit numbers and the number of units open to hunting have 

increased.  This has increased the number of harvested ram over the years.  Currently about 100 

rams, mostly desert bighorn are now being taken each year.  This number will only increase, when 

the disease problem and other limiting factors are brought under control. 
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Behavior 

 

Physiological and behavioral sexual maturity varies. While rams as young as six months may be 

capable of breeding, they don't, due to the dominance of older rams. In nature, ewes probably 

aren't bred until they are two and a half years old and rams don't breed until three and a half. The 

breeding season extends from early June through October; however the peak rutting activity occurs 

in August and September. The gestation period is 179 days. 

 

Bighorn sheep are diurnal animals. Females, with lambs and yearlings, usually travel further then 

rams because of there being more mouths to feed. Bighorn usually occur in small groups, but have 

been seen in herds of 50 or more.  In the wild, grasses are important to the bighorn. Bighorn also 

feed heavily on jojoba. Pincushion and saguaro cactus provide moisture. Preferred plant species 

vary with habitat quality, locality, and species availability. 

 

The predators of Desert Bighorn sheep include: Mountain lions, golden eagles, bobcats, and 

coyotes.  

 

Summary  

Breeding Period: September-November  

Young Appear: March-April or later   

Average Number of Young: 1-2  

Distribution: 90-4,500 ft, desert ranges of southern and western Arizona  

Habitat: Desert mountain ledges and grassy basins   

Food Preference: Fluff grass, catsclaw, ocotillo spurges, buckwheat, mescal, janusia, slim triodia, 

Indian wheat, filaree, and weeds in season  

Range: Extremely variable  

Live Weight: M-250lbs.; F-140lbs.  

Predators: Lions, Eagles, Coyote, and Bobcat  
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 DESERT BIGHORN: HUNTING STRATEGIES AND TAC TICS 

 

 

Hunting trophy Desert Bighorn can be very exciting and 

nerve racking at the same time.  Not only is harvesting a ram 

a once-in-a-lifetime event through the Arizona Game and 

Fish  draw system, but there is a lot of pressure to bag that 

record book trophy ram.  Trophy Rams are very majestic 

animals with their heavy massive horns curing as much as ¾ 

to full curl.  Like many of us, the night before opening day is 

often filled with anticipation and visions of locating that 

trophy ram, performing a difficult stock, and finally making 

that perfect shot with precision accuracy to bring down that 

magnificent trophy animal.   

 

Like any type of big game hunting, the more time you spend knowing the country, knowing where 

Desert Bighorn Sheep range and knowing what to look for, all coupled with proper hunting 

strategies and techniques, you will greatly increase your chances of harvesting that true once-in-a-

lifetime trophy. 

 

BEHAVIORAL CHARACTERISTICS  

 

The Desert Bighorn sheep is most active during daylight hours; however, their daily movement is 

unpredictable.  Upon nightfall, the sheep will move to their traditional bedding areas generally 

bedding on a ridge crest or on the adjacent slopes.  During the summer months, bighorn rest in 

shade during the hot midday hours, locating themselves often on cliffs above their water source. 

 

Desert bighorn for the most part are non-migratory in nature; however, there is a gradual seasonal 

movement.  It is found that the male rams travel more widely than ewes and its primarily due to 

ewes coming into estrus at different times. 

 

The breeding season or rut of the Mexicana subspecies of desert bighorn sheep in Arizona is 

generally during the monsoon months of July, August and September.  The rut of the Nelsoni 

species of Bighorn sheep starts around the end of August and runs into November.   Throughout 

the two to three months of this breeding season, the mature rams will engage in battles over mating 

access when a particular ewe comes into estrus.  These continuous battle challenges over the 

extended timeframe will wear down the dominant rams.  Once the breading season is over, the 

dominant rams will separate themselves from the herd and will spend the majority of their time in 

what they call the ñram flatsò.  Dominant rams can be located on the lower 1/3
rd

. of the mountain 

around the basis of the mountain or in the flats.      
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HABITAT  

 

There are basic habitat requirements that desert bighorn sheep need to survival.  They include the 

elements of food, water, open space and escape cover. 

Desert Bighorn sheep prefer habitat which is generally rough.  They prefer steep mountainous 

rocky terrain consisting of steep canyons and ledges.  This type of terrain allows bighorn to 

perform their daily activities in an undisturbed manner.  It also gives them the ability to escape 

their predators or threats that they might encounter in their daily activities. 

 

Bighorn sheepsô food source consists of graze, browse and forbs of a wide variety of plants.  The 

dominant shrubs and grasses include: grasses - slim Tridens and fluff grass; browse - creosote, 

jojoba, catsclaw, ocotillo spurges, buckwheat, mescal, janusia, indian wheat and filaree.  Bighorn 

also prefer weeds in season. Bighorn sheep can be found feeding in the early morning hours 

around drainages and around the alluvial fan of canyon mouths where vegetation is dense. 

 

Water is critical to bighornôs survival.  With seasons of good precipitation, desert bighorn donôt 

necessarily have to water every day.  Some studies have suggested that bighorn sheep may be able 

to get adequate water to survive from succulent plants.  This allows sheep to water as little as 

every third day. During the hot summer months, sheep stay in shaded areas near water as much as 

possible and are seldom found more than three miles from a dependable water sources. When 

adequate precipitation exists, bighorn sheep expand their use of suitable habitat and range out from 

permanent waters. They also commonly drink from ephemeral pools of water found in rock 

pockets.  

Bighorn sheep also require open space without interference in order to perform their daily 

activities.  Sheep have become accustom of human interaction on a very limited basis, especially 

around national parks and lakes; however, if humans interfere to the degree that they affect the 

bighornsô daily activities, the sheep will not survive in that habitat. 

STRATEGIES ON HUNTING DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP 

The key to successful desert bighorn sheep hunting is learning to find the rams before they find 

you.  Below weôll show you where to find bighorn rams; how to move around the countryside 

without being noticed and how to stalk successfully once you find them. 

 

When trying to locate bighorn sheep, itôs important to identify habitat areas first.  The Arizona 

Game and Fish department can provide you with the latest sheep survey data and the locations of 

where the sheep were spotted.  Once you know which mountain ranges provide sheep habitat, look 

for permanent water sources and focus you efforts around the water.  If you start your scouting 

early, you can spend time in the mountain range on trying to locate bedding areas.  Sheep 

frequently utilize the same bedding areas when bedding down for the night. 

 

Also, look for habitat areas that are shady and out of the wind.  Bighorn will seek shade in areas 

such as: tops of ridges, under overhangs, and on any north facing slope.  Also, focus your attention 

on areas that appears to have pockets of lush feed.   When you find terrain that has many of these 

features, itôs important not to disturb the area.  Again, your number one job at this time is to locate 

the sheep before they locate you.  The best way to accomplish this is in the glassing process. 
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Quality optics is a necessary tool if one is to be successful locating a trophy ram.  Proper glassing 

from vantage points allows one to cover a lot of habitat without disturbing the area.   Using a pair 

of quality binoculars coupled with a spotting scope makes finding sheep much easier.  I prefer 

using a high quality pair of 10x40 power binoculars to locate game.  Once located, I use a spotting 

scope for greater magnification to determine the details of the animal or more specifically the size 

of the horns. 

 

Success in finding sheep is in knowing what to look for.  Look for rams at first light in what we 

call the ram flats.  After the rut, rams will spend time in the flats or foothills.  After the first 

morning hours, the rams will relocate higher up the mountain to bed down in the mid morning 

hours.  Once bedded, rams become more difficult to locate.  When glassing, focus you attention 

around permanent water sources unless the habitat area has received adequate rainfall.  When 

glassing, donôt concern yourself with spotting the whole sheep at once.  Learn instead on focusing 

your attention on images representing parts of the animal.  These images or shapes will become 

your basis for spotting more animals in any habitat.  The images were talking about are basic 

geometric shapes.  When glassing prime sheep habitat, if you see the following shapes, stop and 

take a closer look.   These shapes when focused on can be the anatomy of a sheep.  A ñhorizontal 

lineò or a ñcylinderò shape can be the top of a back or a body of a sheep.  ñVertical linesò can often 

be the legs of sheep and a ñcircleò shape can be the side view of the horns of a ram.  Also, focus on 

white spots when glassing.  White spots can be the white rumps of sheep or the white distinctive 

areas on the ramôs face and neck. 

 

 

HOW TO GLASS FOR DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP 

 

When in the field, locate various spotting areas along the 

base of the mountain that provides good panoramic 

viewing of the mountain range.   Elevated vantage points 

will generally provide you with a wide panoramic view of 

the area to be glassed; however, donôt position yourself at 

an elevation too high.  Sheep can accept a threat if that 

threat is below them and at a great distance.  Itôs important 

to keep the habitat undisturbed; therefore, I prefer to enter a 

vantage point prior to the early morning dawn light.   When 

you get to your glassing vantage point, be very quiet, make 

yourself as comfortable as possible, and wait for the dawn light to appear. 

 

When glassing at first light, concentrate on glassing open areas first.  Rams will often feed out in 

the open at first light.  They will then travel up the mountain where they can find good shade to 

bed down for the hot portion of the day.  When glassing at first light, I like to use a technique that I 

call ñscanning for the obviousò.  This technique involves glassing using a sweeping motion at first 

light.  By sweeping the area, concentrate on looking for the obvious ram out in the open.  This 

technique covers a lot of ground and can locate sheep before they move to their bedding areas.   

Environmental conditions also greatly affect how to hunt for bighorn.  On colder days, rams will 

generally feed for longer periods of the day, thus making locating sheep much easier.  Hunting 
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becomes difficult when the hunt area is very dry or if the temperatures are very warm.   

Fortunately the Desert Sheep hunt in Arizona is in December; therefore, you generally will have a 

cold hunt. The downfall to December hunts is the day light hours are short.  Also, hunting becomes 

very difficult when windy conditions exist.  When itôs windy, sheep will often stay bedded in areas 

that are out of the wind. When these types of conditions exist, locating sheep requires additional 

patience in the glassing process.   

 

HOW TO MOVE ABOUT THE COUNTRYSIDE WITHOUT BEING NOTICED  

 

While hunting desert bighorn, its best to move between vantage points along the base of the 

mountain.  If you do move to a high vantage point, never silhouette yourself against the open 

skyline.  Sky-lining, such as walking a ridgeline, is a sure way to alert bighorn sheep in the area.  

Also, it is important to remember that when approaching a rise of any type, you should always 

approach the rise at a very slow pace.  Stay low, stop and scan the terrain as it moves into view.    

By scanning the terrain as it comes into view, you can spot sheep before they have a chance to spot 

you.  Continue this process until you creep or crawl to your next glassing vantage point.  If 

possible, position yourself with cover behind you so as not to disturb the area that you are glassing.     

 

UNTILIZING YOUR UNIT WATERHOLES GPS LAT/LONG COORDINATES  

 

As a helpful tool for hunting or scouting for Desert Bighorn Sheep, attached is a GPS log sheet 

containing GPS Lat/Longs coordinates of water sources in your hunt unit.  When reviewing your 

topographical maps and you want to verify if the spring or tank on your map is a permanent water 

sources, look up the name of the water source on the log and enter the Lat/Long coordinates into a 

hand-held GPS receiver.   This will enable you to navigate to the water source.   If the water source 

is permanent, concentrate on locating bighorn sheep within a ½ mile of the water source. 

 

STOCKING DESERT BIGHORN SHEEP 

 

Once youôve located a trophy ram and have made the decision to harvest that ram, its time to plan 

the stalk.  Itôs important to map out your stalk by using checkpoints.  Before you decide on your 

route checkpoints, itôs very important that you consider wind direction and terrain cover.  Mapping 

your stalk mentally is the critical element.  Itôs surprising how the terrain changes as you start 

moving along your path; therefore, your checkpoints must be easily recognizable.  Go slowly, rest 

often, and use the terrain as much as possible during your stalk.  Use the first two checkpoints to 

verify if the ram is still located in its last position.  Once you continue your stalk to your final 

checkpoint, donôt try and take a peek.  The ramôs acute vision will see any movement and the stalk 

will be spoiled.  Once in position at your final checkpoint, donôt force the shot.  Wait for your 

opportunity, no matter how long it takes.  A stationary, target is what itôs all about.  Relax and 

when the ram moves into position, take your shot. 

 

Good luck and happy hunting. 
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PHONE LISTINGS  

 
Operation Game Thief 1 (800) 352-0700 

  

AZG&F Headquarters (602) 942-3000 

  

AZG&F-Region I, Pinetop (928) 367-4281 

Units: 1, 2A, 2B, 2C, 3A, 3B, 3C, 4A, 4B, 25, 26, 27  

  

AZG&F-Region II, Flagstaff (928) 774-5045 

Units: 5A, 5B, 6A, 6B, 7, 8, 9, 11M, 12A, 12B, 13A, 13B.  

  

AZG&F-Region III, Kingman (928) 692-7700 

Units: 10, 14, 15A, 15B, 15C, 15D, 16A, 17A, 17B, 18A,  

18B, 19A, 19B, 20A  

  

AZG&F-Region IV, Yuma (928) 342-0091 

Units: 16B, 20C, 39, 40A, 40B, 41, 42, 43A, 43B, 44A,  

44B, 45A, 45C, 46A, 46B  

  

AZG&F-Region V, Tucson (520) 628-5376 

Units: 28, 29, 30A, 30B, 31, 32, 33, 34A, 34B, 35A, 35B,  

36A, 36B, 36C, 37A, 37B, 38M,  

  

AZG&F-Region VI, Mesa (480) 981-9400 

Units: 20B, 21, 22, 23, 24A, 24B, 25M, 26M, 47M  

  

Report Harvesting a Bear 1 (800) 970-BEAR (2327) 

Report Harvesting a Lion 1 (877) 438-0447 

Report Harvesting an Archery Deer 1 (866) 903-DEER (3337) 

 

 




